A comparative approach to the study of local level campaigns?
A workshop hosted by the Democracy, Citizens and Elections Research Network (DCERN), University of Manchester

12.00 – 5.30 pm Thurs April 9th 2009

Rm. 4.059 Arthur Lewis Building
DCERN will be holding a half-day workshop on the study of local election campaigns in the UK and internationally. The focus of the event will be to profile the range of methodologies currently being used to gather data on candidate and parties’ campaign activities. Data collection initiatives to be examined include the British Representation Study (BRS), the Election Agent Survey (Denver, Hands, Fisher and MacAllister. 2003) and a new international survey - the Comparative Candidate Study (CCS). Participants/speakers will include members of the research teams involved in these projects who will provide short overviews of their study, its main objectives, and their experiences in conducting the associated fieldwork. The aim of the workshop is to generate some ideas to seek support for fielding of a UK version of the Comparative Candidate Study in 2010. 
If you are interested in attending please email dcern@manchester.ac.uk  to register a place. Lunch will be provided. 

Provisional Workshop Agenda: 
12.30 – 1.30 pm: Welcome and Lunch 

SESSION I –  CONSTITUENCY-LEVEL CAMPAIGN STUDIES IN THE UK 
1.30 – 2.30 pm: 
Roundtable Discussion: Current Initiatives in the Study of Local Level Campaigns – 
Methodological Challenges and Innovation
Participants: 
Professor Justin Fisher, Brunel University


Dr. Sarah Childs, University of Bristol


Dr. Wolfgang Rüdig, University of Strathclyde

2.30 – 3.00 pm:  Group Discussion.

3.00 – 3.30 pm: Coffee/Tea

SESSION II - INTERNATIONAL CANDIDATE SURVEYS 

3.30 – 4.00 pm – The Australian Candidate Study and the Comparative Candidate Study

  Professor Rachel Gibson, University of Manchester.
  Dr. Wolfgang Rüdig, University of Strathclyde

4.00 – 5.30 pm – Group Discussion on fielding the Comparative Candidate Study in the UK - multi-



 method approaches.
